
 

First Presbyterian Church 
April 1, 2018 • 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. 

 

Easter Sunday 
 

We Gather to Worship God 
 

Gathering Meditation 
We thank you God for this amazing day, 
when our hearts dance like the shining sun, 
when the world leaps with life 
and the great, infinite wonders of the earth 
shout their “yes!” to you. 
 
We who have seen death, 
who have heard the story of the cross 
and sorrowed deep at the sharp agony of the world’s pain, 
we have come to life again 
in the life of your Son. 
  Susan Durber, For the Love of God 

 
Prelude “Awake the Trumpet’s Lofty Sound – George Frideric Handel         
  Lotte Olsen, trumpet; Charlie Barber, trumpet; Mark Cole, organ 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  

Leader: We gather as Christ’s people. 
People: May his light guide us in our worship and service. 

 
Words of Praise  

Leader: This morning we shout with joy, Alleluia! 
Christ is risen! 

People: Alleluia! Christ is risen indeed! 
Leader: Christ is risen!. 
People: Alleluia! Christ is risen indeed! 

 
* Hymn of Praise #123  “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Words of Welcome (Please sign the Friendship Register and pass it to your neighbor) 
 

 
Call to Confession   
 
Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Victorious God, the news of this day is overwhelming: the grave could not 
contain your Son; death would not have the final word! We want with all our 
hearts to believe that his triumph over death means that we, too, are triumphant 
over death in all its forms. But we admit, even on this Easter Sunday, that we 
come to the empty tomb with doubts. Like the first disciples we struggle to 
believe. So just as you forgave them and met them in their unbelief, forgive us 
and meet us in ours. May the news of this day transform our lives. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 Leader:  Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
 People:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 
*  Gloria Patri – Hymnal, Pg. 579 

 
* Sharing the Peace  (Let us bless one another with the peace of Christ) 
 Pastor: The peace of the risen Christ be with you all, 
 People: And also with you. 

 
We Listen to the Word 

 
Anthem    “Crown Him with many Crowns” — arr. Ben Tucker and Sondra Tucker  
  Moore Bells 
  Lotte Olson, trumpet. 
 
Prayer for Illumination (Unison)  

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me; spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
First New Testament Lesson   Luke 24:1-12 
 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second New Testament Lesson  John 20:24-29 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
* Hymn of Preparation #108  “Christ is Alive” 
 
 



 
Sermon  “Easter April Fools” Bill Getman 
 

We Respond in Faith 
 

* Ecumenical Apostle’s Creed (Unison)  
I Believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father,  and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 
Offering   

Offertory “Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise!” — arr. Dan Forrest 
Chancel Choir 

  Charlie Barber, trumpet; Lotte Olson, flugelhorn 
 
*  Doxology  
*  Prayer of Dedication 

 

We Go Forth into the World 
 
* Hymn of Dedication #113  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 

All who wish to sing the Hallelujah Chorus with the 
choir are invited to come to the chancel during the hymn. 

 
* Benediction and People’s Amen 
 
  Hallelujah Chorus — George Frideric Handel 
  Charlie Barber and Lotte Olson, piccolo trumpet. 
 
* Postlude Festive Postlude on LLANFAIR – Mary McDonald Mark Cole, organ 

       (The congregation is invited to be seated to listen to the Postlude) 
 
 
 
 

    *  Those who are able, please stand  

 


